
Where were you born? Where do you live now?
John: I was born in Wellington and grew up in 
Eastbourne in Wellington. Ali and I moved to Mt 
Maunganui three years ago.
Ali: I was born in Malaysia, where my dad is from, 
and grew up in Wainuiomata. John and I lived in 
Wellington until we moved to Mt Maunganui.

Where did you go to school? Did you have a 
nickname?
John: I went to school in Eastbourne and Lower 
Hutt. My nickname was Johnny which isn’t all 
that exciting.
Ali: I went to school in Wainuiomata and Lower 
Hutt. At high school my nickname was Pencil 
because I was skinny.

What were you like in school? What is the 
naughtiest thing you did?
John: I was very well behaved in school and didn’t 
get into much trouble, I was too busy playing 
cricket.
Ali: I didn’t really like to stand out and sometimes 
didn’t try as hard as I could have and spent too 
much time chatting to my friends, and I shouldn’t 
really tell you what the naughtiest thing I did was!

What was your favourite book growing up?
John: Where the Wild Things Are
Ali: In the Night Kitchen

Who is your favourite children’s author?
John: Oliver Jeffers
Ali: Kate De Goldi, Quentin Blake

What is your favourite food/colour/movie?
John: coffee/pink/Bladerunner
Ali: mango/light green/The Princess Bride

Who inspired you to illustrate/design?
John: My uncle is a designer, so that’s how I re
alised there was a job such as ‘graphic designer’.
Ali: I used to have a box where I would keep 
birthday cards that had illustrations that I really 
loved. I used to try and copy the illustrations. So 
the answer is probably whoever illustrated those 
birthday cards.

How did you get started? How old were you?
John: When I was about 10 I started making 
posters for local theatre productions. As I got 
older I wanted to be an industrial designer but 
I wasn’t much good at making physical things. 
I loved design and computers so I became a 
graphic designer instead.
Ali: After high school I thought I might like to 
work in advertising so to study it I applied to 
get into Design School. I got into Design School 
but quickly realised that advertising was about 
the last thing I would enjoy doing. Then when I 
realised I could study illustration, and even make 
a living from drawing pictures, it seemed like a 
nobrainer.

Why did you want to be a writer/illustrator?
John: I like making visual things.
Ali: I liked the idea of drawing as a job and working 
for myself and not having to dress up and go to 
an office every day. 
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How do you think up ideas?
John: Look at the environment around me, in 
books, movies, the internet, and see bits and pieces 
that get me inspired. Gather them all together on 
my computer screen.
Ali: Read the story again and again until it starts to 
come alive in my mind. Talk over it with John.

Do you have a special place where you work?
John: Our studio
Ali: We have a studio at home and that’s where we 
both work.

What is the best thing about being a designer/
illustrator?
John: Watching people enjoy what we’ve created.
Ali: Being able to use my imagination and sense of 
humour in my work every day. And working from 
home.

Have you had a funny or embarrassing moment as an 
author/illustrator?
John: No comment!
Ali: I’m too embarrassed to tell!

What do you do in your spare time?
John: Make games and run.
Ali: Hang out with our son, Tiger. Work on com
mercial illustration jobs. Look after all our pets. 
Grow stuff in the garden. Force myself to go for a 
run. Read. 

What would you have chosen to be if you were not a 
designer/illustrator?
John: A professional cricketer.
Ali: Involved with helping animals somehow.

Which famous person from the past would you like 
to talk to?
John: Charles Darwin
Ali: Oscar Wilde

Website/blog details:
John: www.flightless.co.nz
Ali: www.aliteo.co.nz
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