
Where were you born? Where do you live now? 
I was born in Christchurch and I now live in 
Wellington. 

Where did you go to school? 
I went to school in Wellington, Auckland, New 
Plymouth, then back in Auckland again. 

What were you like in school? 
Quiet and hard working! 

What is the naughtiest thing you did?
I was never very naughty, but I remember a 
teacher telling me off for climbing a tree in the 
school playground. She looked very surprised 
that it was me when I climbed down!

What was your favourite book growing up?
I loved Charlotte Sometimes, A Little Princess and 
Harriet the Spy. 

Who is your favourite children’s author?
We have so many amazing children’s writers in 
NZ and I look forward to reading any of their new 
work; anything by Fleur Beale, Mandy Hager and 
David Hill in particular. 

What is your favourite food/colour/movie?
My favourite food is Indian, ever since I spent 
several months travelling through India. My 
favourite colour is purple, and favourite movie – 
that’s too hard – I’m enjoying Downton Abbey at 
the moment, if that counts!

How did you get started? How old were you?
When I was little, the Evening Post newspaper had 

a Children’s Page every Saturday. You could send 
in poems, stories, drawings or book reviews. I 
had my first story published there when I was six 
years old. 

Who inspired you to write?
The Evening Post’s Children’s Page was a big 
inspiration; so was my English teacher, Ida Gaskin, 
at New Plymouth Girls’ High School. 

Why did you want to be a writer?
I used to read a lot (I still do), and people who are 
big readers often want to write as well, because 
being a writer seems like the best thing in the 
world to be. 

How do you think up ideas?
Ideas turn up from all sorts of places: newspaper 
stories, conversations overheard on the bus, 
museum exhibits, family events, things that 
happen to other people – then you just have to 
wait a while, and see which ideas start to grow 
and look more intriguing. 

Do you have a special place where you write?
I have a small study in our house, but as long 
as I have paper with me, I can write anywhere. 
Sometimes it’s quite nice to have other people 
around – like at a café – as long as nobody is 
going to talk to me. 

What is the best thing about being an author?
Making up new stories that nobody else has 
thought of before, and being told by someone 
that they have really enjoyed (or even loved!) 
one of your books. 
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Have you had a funny or embarrassing moment as 
an author?
School visits often lead to funny moments, 
especially with younger classes because they ask 
questions that aren’t related to anything you’ve 
said. I keep a record of some of their funny 
questions now. 

What do you do when you are not writing?
I have three children, so I spend a fair bit of time 
being cook, chauffeur and homework help. I like 
reading, walking, swimming, trying to solve cryptic 
crosswords and going to the movies. 

What would you have chosen to be if you were not 
an author?
I was a librarian for quite a long time, and when I go 
into the Turnbull Library now to do research, I still 

think that the librarians there must have a pretty 
wonderful job. 

Which famous person from the past would you like 
to talk to?
Jane Austen, definitely (one of my favourite 
authors) – and Katherine Mansfield, if I can have 
two names – both witty and clever women, but 
they could be quite sharp-tongued as well, so I 
would have to hope they were in a good temper. 

Website/blog details:
Website: http://www.philippawerry.co.nz/ 
Author blog: http://philippawerry.blogspot.co.nz/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
PhilippaWerry.writer

I’ve also recently started this blog on Children’s war 
books: http://childrenswarbooks.blogspot.co.nz/


