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Supplies*:
 
• 1/2” PVC pipes
• 12” PVC fittings
• PVC cutter
• Two regular pool noodles
• One extra large pool noodle
• 4’ x 8’ insulation board
• Utility knife
• Meter stick
• Brown paper roll
• Blue paper roll
• Quick-mix cement
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1. Cut the 1/2” PVC pipes into 36” sections. Cut the two regular pool noodles into 35” sections. 
Insert the PVC section all the way into the pool noodle sections, so that 1” of the PVC is sticking 
out the bottom. (For safety purposes, we recommend wearing leather gloves when using the 
utility knife. Never leave the utility knife where children can pick it up.)

2. Cover the pool noodle posts with brown paper and tape in place. Wrap the third uncut extra large 
pool noodle in brown paper. Draw the wood grain with brown marker.

3. Create the post base. Tape each PVC fitting in the bottom center of the plastic bowl. Cover the 
exposed fitting hole with tape so that the cement won’t fill it. Mix a batch of quick-mix cement 
and pour it in the bowl to the brim. Smooth the surface and set aside to dry overnight.

4. Once hardened, carefully remove the cement base from the bowl. Turn it upside down so the 
fitting hole is facing up. Insert the PVC section of the post made in Steps 2 and 3 into the base 
hole. The post should now stay upright.

5. Cut out two square pieces of sticky-back Velcro. Attach the soft sides to the top of the two pool 
noodle posts. Attach the two hard sides of the Velcro to bottom of the extra large pool noodle 
at either end. You can now place the large pool noodle horizontally onto the post, sticking them 
together by the pieces of Velcro.

*Remember, these are only suggestions. This project should be fun 
and creative, so use supplies you have on hand for substitutions.

Hitching Post and Trough Instructions

• 5-gallon bucket
• 6” Plastic bowls
• Tape
• Brown marker
• Sticky back Velcro®

• Long rectangular   
cardboard box

• Small shoe box-sized  
cardboard box

• Hot glue gun

Trough Directions:

1. Find a long rectangular box. Tuck the flaps into the box making the trough base. 
2. If the box has logos or tape on the exterior, wrap it in brown paper. 
3. Line the interior bottom and sides of the box in blue paper to give the illusion that the box is filled 

with water.
4. Turn the box upside down. Tape a smaller shoebox-sized cardboard box shut completely. Cut the 

small box in half with a utility knife. (For safety purposes, we recommend wearing leather gloves 
when using the utility knife. Never leave the utility knife where children can pick it up.)

5. Apply hot glue to the uncut side of either halves and adhere them to the bottom of the trough 
base, making the legs.

6. Set it right side up underneath the finished hitching post.


