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Jonah’s  

First Day 
 

by Feana Tu‘akoi/Samantha Asri 
 
 
 

Keynote 

A reassuring story about a shy child starting Kindy. 
 
 

Description 

Jonah is so excited to be starting kindergarten … but when 
he finally gets there and looks in the window, he notices that 
everybody else seems to know each other – and he knows 
nobody. He pleads with his mother to take him home again. 
   
Next day, Grandpa takes Jonah for a walk … and lo and 
behold they end up at the kindergarten. Jonah doesn’t want 
to go in, but Grandpa asks the teacher if he (Grandpa) can 
have a go in the sandpit! A fun time ensues, and by the end 
of the session, Jonah has made a friend 
 

Selling points 

• Perfect for children about to start Kindy or school 

• Good reflection of NZ culture & experience 

• Features bicultural family – Jonah has Pacific Island 
father and Pakeha mother and grandfather. 

• Also available in Maori language edition 

 
 

About the author 

Author of Scholastic’s much acclaimed ‘What is a…?’ series, 
Feana Tu‘akoi lives in Hamilton. She herself is a Pakeha 
married to a Tongan, and says people are often surprised to 
discover that she is the mother of her children! 
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New to Scholastic NZ Ltd. 
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Publication March 2010 
ISBN 978-1-86943-920-0 

978-1-86943-951-4 
(Maori edition) 

New Zealand RRP $18.99 
Printing Full colour 
Binding Paperback 
Format 265 x 215 mm 
Extent 32 pp 
Age years 
Lexile Read aloud 
Rights available World excl ANZ 
Weight 160g 

 

Maori edition 

Title: Te Rā Tuatahi mō Jonah 
Retold by Kāterina Mataira 
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