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The Little 

Yellow Digger 
 

by Betty and Alan Gilderdale 
 
 

Description 

In the next door garden 

they were digging out a drain 
when the weather turned quite nasty 

and it poured and poured with rain. 

 
The little digger working next door gets stuck in the mud 
so the workmen bring in a bigger digger, but it too gets 
stuck in the mud, so they bring in a bigger, bigger 
digger.  
 
The story was drawn after a real event, when one of 
Betty and Alan’s grandchildren excitedly told them about 
a digger getting stuck in the mud next to their house and 
they had to bring a ‘bigger digger’ to help free it. The 
idea stayed with Betty and The Little Yellow Digger was 
eventually born. 
 
Since then The Little Yellow Digger has been on many 
adventures. 

 

Selling points 

• The Little Yellow Digger, the first and most well-loved of 
the Little Yellow Digger series, is a  Booksellers Platinum 
bestseller. 

• Five titles in this popular series 

• Introducing new series design 

• Over 350,000 Little Yellow Digger books sold 

 

About the author 
Betty is known for her biographies and adult publishing, but 
she is even better known for her invention of this popular 
piece of machinery. 

 

About the illustrator 
A well-respected artist, Alan’s only experience with picture 
book illustration is with this series, which is one of the most 
popular series we have. 
 
 

Awards 

2002  The Gaelyn Gordon Award for a Much-Loved Book. 
 
 
 

Specifications 
  
New Zealand RRP $18.99 
Printing Full colour 
Binding Paperback 
Format 265 x 215 mm 
Extent 32 pp 
Age 2-6 years 
Lexile Read aloud 
Rights available World excl. ANZ 
  


