This month, we’ve been talking to . . .

Elizabeth Pulford

Elizabeth has published over fifty stories, poems, and articles for adults and children. Many of
her adult short stories have won competitions, while three of her children’s books, including
The Memory Tree and Call of the Cruins reached the finals of the New Zealand Post Children’s
Book Awards. Elizabeth lives in a small seaside village in Otago, with her husband, and a large
garden. She has two adult children and two grandchildren.
We asked Elizabeth some questions about herself and her writing, and here’s what she said...
Where were you born?
Canada – a very small town called Grimbsy.
Where do you live now?
Waikouaiti – a very small town half an hour from
Dunedin.
Where did you go to school?
Dunedin.
Did you have a nickname?
Plonk!
What were you like in school?
I was always acting the fool – making the kids
laugh.
What is the naughtiest thing you did?
After being sent out of the classroom I climbed
up a heap of boxes and made faces at the kids
until the Principal appeared.
What was your favourite book growing up?
The Magic Faraway Tree – Enid Blyton (I so wanted
one of those trees).
Who is your favourite children’s author?
David Almond.
What is your favourite food/colour/movie?
Curry – electric blue – My House in Umbria –
Maggie Smith is totally brilliant!

Who inspired you to write/illustrate?
No one really. I was very shy about it. Thought I
wasn’t good enough. Although I did write plays
in the sewing class instead of sewing!
How did you get started?
My daughter encouraged me to ‘give it a go’, echoed by my husband.
How old were you?
Forty.
Why did you want to be a writer?
Because I have always loved books. I also loved
making up my stories.
How do you think up ideas?
They seem to find me. One moment my head is
blank…next moment – ping - in zooms an idea.
Do you have a special place where you write?
Upstairs where I can watch the birds squabbling
in the wild plum tree.
What is the best thing about being an author?
I can wear very old clothes, drink coffee any time
and not brush my hair.
Have you had a funny or embarrassing moment
as an author?
When I was talking into a microphone and I didn’t
notice it slithering down and down until I was almost lying on the ground still talking into it.

What do you do when you are not writing?
I’m out in the garden / out walking / getting
creative in the kitchen / or at the sewing machine
/ reading.
What would you have chosen to be if you were
not an author?
I so wanted to be a ballerina, but I was too ‘clumpish!’ Is that a word?

Is there anything else you would like to tell us
about yourself?
I love making my own pasta, bread and yoghurt
I laugh at the most ridiculous things
I really enjoy the Swedish Wallander crime series.

Which famous person from the past would you
like to talk to?
Jane Austen the writer.
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